ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIETF SECRETARY (Houn J. M.
Drew—Central) [10.11]: 1 move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday next, Sth Augost.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.12 p.an.

Tegislative Hasembly,
Tuesday, Ist August, 1933

Page
Address-in-reply, seventh day ... I }d

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m, and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day,
Debate resumed from 27th July.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Cooleardie)
[4.34] : T desire to jom with other members
in eongratulating you, Mr. Speaker, on
your elevation. I feel confident that, like
those who have preceded wou in vour high
office, vor will uphold the traditions sur-
rounding it. Also T wish to refer to the
loss, either by death or election defeaf, of
some of those who were so familiar with the
House in recent years. Particularly do [
deplore the death of the late Mr. T. A, L.
Davy, who endeared himself to all of us
by his eharming and graceful personality,
and his many other qualities and capahili-
ties. I would refer with feelings of pleasure
to the speeches on the Address-in-reply that
we have heard from new members. While
it is more or less traditional to regvet the
passing of some of the older members, we
must admit that the speeches delivered by
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new meihers have heen of =0 high an owler
as would lead us to helieve that those mem-
hers are destined to play a useful part in
the public life of the State. On the other
hand, one could not conscientiously suggest
that the speechez delivered by the l.eader
of the Opposition and the Leader of the
National Partv need he printed upon gold,
In the State-wide problems with which we
ave vonlronted, gencralities enn hardly carry
a great deal of constructive worth, and ave
not likely to get us very far. In a sense,
[ admired the able specch delivered hy the
Leader of the National Party, but in his
flights of oratory he earried us into mid-atr
and theve left us dangling, with the con-
viction thut he himself believed that some
of the generalities in which he induolged
would solve, at all events, a few of the prob-
lems with whieh the State iz foced. He
went to considerable pains to eviticise the
pre-vlection specches of the then Leader of
the Opposition, and alleged that what he
termed spectous promises made by the then
Yeader of the Opposition had led to the
defeat of the then Government. If not
declared in actual words, at all events that
was implied. May I remind the hon. mem-
ber that, prior to the making of any sup-
posed pre-election promises that wonld he
likely to influence the electors, there was a
conspicuons nmtiny in the ranks of the
Nationalist Pavty, and the lientenant of that
party not only mutinied, hut ecventually
seuttled the ship. To-day we see him try-
g to diseipline the remnant of his erew.
Of course, nnder his  capahle leadership
there is just a possibility that, notwith-
standing that regrettable episode in the life
of the previous Government, he may yet
rally his forces. It is remarkable how the
present state of atfairs has created all kinds
of political economists from A to Z, from
Ananias to Zola, not forgetting our Dick
Turpin  of Australian finance, Professor
Shann. At all events, at present there is
so little doing far the Professor of Econom-
jcs at rhe W.A, University that he ean he
relieved from duty in order to place his
wide knowledge, hoth theoretical and prac-
tical, of world economics at the service of
the Warld Economic Conference. If the
ceonomists there attending were all of the
same degree of learning as is possessed hy
Professor Shann, the conspicuons results
reached by that conference are not to he
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wondered at. However, in the matter of the
University and its professors and their
general  usefulness in  the scheme of
things, L shall have opportunity to
say somctbhing further on the Eduea-
tion Vote when we reach the Estimates.
The plain truth of curreney and credit is
that in the old days they were more or less
reduced to simplicity. As long as the ordin-
ary cutrrency of the counfry was kept intact,
as long az: it was not debased, either by
the old moniers or the clippers, or by the
kings that desired to halve the curreney,
or at least to profit by its debasement—as
long as they kept their currency intact,
nntil the end of the 17th century, there was
no problem whatever in eurrency or credit,
Indeed, until townrds the end of the 17th
century there were but 40 odd banks in
Fngland. It was not until after the close
of that century that the Bank of England
was established. Then, following the dawn
of the machinery era, and within 40 years
there were over 400 banks distributed over
England. From that time forward we mark
the evolutionary growth of credit and bills
of exchange and, of course, successful bank
brokers, to an extent out of all proportion
with that which had existed a century er
{wo before. By an ancient indenture, not
move than six people could gather together
to earry on the husiness of banking. That
in itself led to the creation of the joint
stock banks whieh were so much in evidence
a century or two ago. Many of them still
exist to-day. If we give any body of people,
whether banks or any other corperate body,
the right to be the custodians of the people's
credits, then if we want eredifs we must go
to that place of business to get them. To-
day we find ourzelves in so anomalous a
position that, while we have certain sover-
eign rights, and the Commonwealth have
certain constitutiional rights, actnally we are
all heing moverned by thore entitled to re-
lease eredits throughout ihe Commonwealth.
1'ntil  people helieve in  the release of
credit. an inerease in the wholesale world’s
parity prices, and a very marked departure
from the present position, the Parliaments
of their respective countries will have little
or no atuthority. and will be undermined by
hanking in-titutions which are shanine the
roliex of Governments. T noree with the
remark= of the present Leader of the
National Pavty made on the 12th Sentem-
ber. 1031, when he dealt with what he
considered to be the minor considerntions
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that bad absorbed the attentions of the Gov-
ernment. He gave @t sunnary o his Judg-
nient in conneetion with our alfairvs, and
stressed the burden of intevest that we were
paying in Australia. He zaid that with a
proper conversion of cur loans, both inter-
nal and external, we could save no luss than
£12,000,000 a year. There was a consider-
able amount of constructive thought in that
statement, and in the demoeratic outlook
that there was very little hope tor Australia
until the bondbolders realised that to-day
we had not the capacity under any monetavy
scheme to finance such big amounts; nor
could we finance the top-heavy rate of in-
terest we have to pay each year. Every week
te meet our external interest we have to
atnd oui of Australia half a million pounds,
and we have to pay within Auztralia a cor-
rvesponding amount, 1t will he realised how
impossible it is, with the loss of national
income, for us to meef these commitments.
It is no use hnmbugging ourselves into the
helief that we can graft new ideas on to old
institetions. There must be a radieal over-
haul of cur present monetary system, a
rational overlooking of our svstem of hank-
ing, and u definite relationship established
between our rights to govern and the rights
of banks to deminate us. Tt must be one
or the other. The suggestion of the Leader
of the National Party might afford con-
siderable help in alleviating some of the
distress and misery hronght ahout by the
excessive interest burdeng, but that is enly
a palliative.  The time will surelvy come
when there will have to he a rational
stock-taking  of  our  relationship, in
the hope that ultitately public apinion will
be educated to a realisation of the faet that
Parliament must stand supreme in the mat-
ter of finanece, if it stands supreme in any-
thing. We caunof afford to hand over to
irresponsible trading concerns. hanks or
ntherwise, the funetions of Governments,
the lifeblond of ourr prople, their happiness
ar misery, merely for the sake of enabling
those institutions to pay dividends. T ad-
mit our banking institutions have done ex-
cellent work, and have heen the most hon-
ourahly conducted of all the institutions that
are trading in Australia, The mere ac-
knowledgment of that. however, will not
take us out of our difficulties. We heard the
sugaoestion of the member for Claremont
{Mr. North} with reeard to the Douglag
credit svstem. T commend the hon, memher
for his venturesome thoucht and demoeratie
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outlook, and his belief that by a reversion
to a system of monetary control of that
deseription, we can pet out of our troubles.
As credit has progressed to-day, as the use
of paper currveney has extended, and as the
people of the world, particularly of the
older world, are garnering in all the gold
they can for the future, in order to get
some relief in Australia, we must have an
overhanl of our banking system. It does
seem like coming down to earth to deal now
with parochial affairs, but I wish to siress
some of the claims for attention on the part
of my distriet. T would urge the Treasurer
to give immediate eonsideration to the neces-
sity for building the South Yilgarn rail-
way. It is here that a eonsiderable num-
ber of ex-miners were formed into what is
known as a miners’ settlement. They have
given the better part of their lives to the
industry. They were ealled upon for health
reasons, as their vitality had been seriously
affected whilst engaged in the mining in-
dustry, to endeavour to settle themselves in-
to a new class of activity, Those who have
an intimate knowledge of these fine fellows
will agree that the greatest assistance this
eountry can afford them wonld neither be
mis-spent nor regarded as an extravagance,
especially if it will help them to carve out
a home for themselves, get some little com-
pensation for the ill-health from which they
are suffering, and leave some small legacy
for their sons and daughters. These sei-
tlers cannot make good until they are equip-
ped with water supply facilities. Tt is a
pressing need.

AMr, Stubbs: Have they not surface sup-
plies there now?

Mr. LAMBERT: There is a small sup-
ply, but unfortunately, the pipes, which
were laid down for mining purposes, have
corroded and are inadequate for the te-
quirements of the district. Until water sup-
plies are provided at Moorine Rock, Bull-
finch and other parts of this district, the
enormous amount of money that has been
advanced by the Agricultural Bank will not
he recoverable. There is little or no chance
of these farmers replacing foreign tractors
and forcign oil by horses until they have
sufficient water. I urge upon the Treasurer
to see that Cahinet gives serious considera-
tion to this matter. I know there are press-
ing needs all over the State. Beecause I he-
lieve water supplies should he established
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in my electorate and other facilities given
to needy settlers, I do not decry the works
of Leautifieation that are being carried out
around our capital eity. YWhether it be the
Natioual Tark, the Yanchep Caves, the Zoo-
logical Gardens, or Mount’s Bay-road, I be-
lieve that many of these schemes of beauti-
fication arve justified. The people of this
fair eity owe a debt of gratitude to Mr.
Shapeott, Chairman of the State Gardens
Board, for his unselfish and self-saerificing
work. 1t is evident from the many schemes
he supervises that he must sacrifice a great
deal of his own interests. One has only
to look at National Park to sce the arfistic
mind of the directing hand of someone, who
is evidently getting value for the expendi-
ture and making presentable the environ-
ments of Perth. The Agrienltural Bank has
frequently been discussed of late, partien-
larly during the recent elections. In my
distriet it was hardly safe to mention the
institution. In my view the head of the
bank (AMr. MeLarty) has done wonderful
serviee, I would not attempt to decry the
work he has done, because I think few men
would have earvied it out in such an efficient,
impartial and honourable manner. The
time, however, has arrived when there should
be a thorough re-organisation of this in-
stitution. Over £14,000,000 has heen spent
hy the bank, and T venture to say that
not 30 or 25 per eent. is recoverable, This
may be due to some extent to the
lack of a fixed policy. That is not the fault
of Mr. McLarty or the other frustees nsso-
ciated with him. Tt is very diffiendt for
anyone to ignore the overtures of constitu-
ents who have put up a fairly good ease,
however embellished and eoloured it may bue;
if they are in trouble, it seems to be one's
duty to assist them. Bul the position to-day
ic too serious to allow of further drift in
the matter of a fixed policv. I am con-
vinced that if Parliament had laid dewn for
Mr. MeLarty a cast iron policy te follew,
there would have been little trouble with
regard to the Agrvienltural Bank. Mr.
MeLarty’s efforts to give relief to the needy
should have been buttressed by Parliament.,
but further—what is more difficult—thaf
officer shonld have been supported in elimin-
ating some of the misfits who have heen
assisted bv the Agricultural Bank and are
sfill holding up progress in the agricultural
areas. The Leader of the National Partv
has ontlined foreefully how the Common-
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wealth Bank, as a national institution, has
fallen short in not establishing long ago a
branch as a rural eredits bank. If it is the
duty of the people of this country te pay
extortionate Customs and Exeise duties in
order to help the Eastern States manufac-
turer, much more is it the dntv of the
National Government to advance the yural
distriets. That duty ought to have been real-
ised ten yenrs ago. In the last analvsis we
are dependent upon rural production; and
therefore there should have been, at least
ten vears ago, a rural credits hranch of the
Commonwealth Bank. Those intimately con-
nected with the State Agrenltnral Bank must
realise that until Pavliament passes under
review the probable amount of eapital and
accrued interest owing to the Agricnltural
Bank which wmust he written off as irreedv-
crable, our primary producers cannot be
placed upon the [ooting which they ought
to be upon. IE the Government carry out
their inteniion, as T helieve they will do,
of appointing 2 Royal Commission to in-
quire into the ramifieations of the Agrienl-
tural Bank, the Commissioners shou}d have
it as part of their funetions to inquire into
the amounts of principal and acerued in-
terest to be written off, so that Parhament:
may prepare to face the inevitable loss .nnd
place our farmers upon a sound footine.
The Leader of the Opposition expressed ap-
proval of the creation of the Economie
Council by the Minister for Employment.
1t is easy to realise that the
hon. eentleman would not flnd fanlt
with tl;e creation of such an advisory b°d?-
Tn connection with the last Government it
was conspicuous that each Minister operated
virtually as a separate wnit. Each seemed
o have his own seheme or his own ideas, an‘d
someone else did the hossing.  But ﬂ“bo‘}.\' did
the advising. This sitnation ereated discon-
tent and distress among the people gener-
allv, and so contributed largely to the down-
fall of the previons Government. Another
strong contributing factor to their defeat
was the lack of anv concrete statement of
the late Government's views as to the best
means of altering the condition of affairs
then existing. No single individual—he he
Hitler or he he Mussolini—ean effect the
needed alterations; the problems of to-day
can be solved only by team work and by
the advice and assistance of those most
competent to render such serviees.
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My, Latham: Yon will remember that we
appoinied one of those councils, and that the
Trades Hall people refused to go any fur-
ther with it, though they bad representation
on it.

Mr. LAMBERT: Then probably they
feared it would be an uneconomic counecil.
[ do not remember it. At all events, I am
not responsible for the decisions of the
Trades Hall.

Mr, Latham: You are only responsible
for eriticising now.

Mr. LAMBERT: T shall he responsible
Eor ecriticising the Trades Hall too, if T
think that institation does wrong. If the
previous Government invited the Trades
Elall to join a counecil of the kind, I am not
aware of it. A State-wide stocktaking is
neressary if new avenues of employment are
to he created in Western Australia. Since
Federation, from 1901 to 1931, Western
Australia has bought no less than £167,000,
000 worth of goods from the Eastern States,
which during the same period have pur-
chased from Western Australia £53,400,000
worth, leaving an adverse trade balance
against  Western  Australia of about
£115,000,000.

Mr. Thorn: It is about time we had seces-
sion.

Mr. LAMBERT: With regard to scces-
sion we will have a friendly chat later. That
adverse trade halance represents a iremend-
ous drain upon people who have been de-
veloping almost solely primarv industries,
beginning at a time when commodity prices
were considerably inflated, and opening up
u territory sueh as this, equal to a third
of the Australian continent. In view of
those facts the task hefore us tnust he re-
garded as, under existing conditions, abso-
lutely impossible. I would be the last man
in the world to believe that even at this late
bour the diffevences existing between West-
ern Australia and the Eastern States ean-
not be reconeiled. and we remain an integral
portion of this great Commonwealth., How-
ever, unless the East is prepared to ae-
knowledge that Western Australia is faced
by tremendour, and in fact insurmountable,
difficulties as a small State, T shall be pre-
pared even tn march behind the member for
Nedlands (Hon. N, Keenan) to seize the
Customs at Fremantle. I should not then
regard such an action as of too hostile a
character. Tt is neressary to impress upon
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the pussyfoots of Canberrn that we are in
real earnest as regards the defence of our
own people in this sovereign State. It is
s painful thing to look hack over the his-
tory of Federation and realise that in thirty
venrs Western Australia has contributed
from its primary industries no less than
£115,000,000 of real wealth to pay for goods
manufnetured in the East behind tarift shel-
ter; and I quite understand the resentment
ol secessionists when a  delegation from
Fooutseray and Woolloomoaoloa was suggested
by Mr. Secutlin and Mzr. Lyons to inform
Western Australians that they were not suf-
fering from any disadvantages or disabil-
ities whatsvever. One ean easily understand
the almost unanimous vote recorded against
interference from Foatserav and Woolloo-
mooloo and from the pussyfoots at the seat
of Federal govermmment, Canberra. I am
reminded that recently we in this State took
out a machine gun or two to erndieate some
pest, whereupon pussylouts in West. Sydney
and ofher industrial centres of the East
asked all sortz of questions in what is ealled
the Nuational Parliament nas to the de-
struction of a few innocent emus +which
were merely eating up the erops of
Western Australian favmers. That is the
position which has heen reached. The fram-
ers of the Commonwealth Constitution per-
mitted o State member of Parlinment to
contest n zeat in the Federal House without
resigning his seat; but as soon ns the East
became stronger in numbers, that provizion
of the Federn] electoral law was repealed
and menthers of State Parlinments were
deprived of their undoubted right o con-
test Federal seats. Members of State Par-
limments who by experience, age, or know-
ledge would have huttressed and strength-
ened the Federn]l Parllamenty found the
front door shinmed in their fuées; and the
back door was opened to all the rifi-raff
rejected from the publie life of this and the
other States. Can one expeet any high order
of public morals and public conduet from
men in a Parliament of that description?
1 do not assert that the deseription applies
to all Federal membrers, but a large per-
centage of the membership of the Federal
Parlinment did not of its own volition leave
this or the other State Legislatures, but lefr
ns the result of a forceful sting from tlie
electors.  Another great and real difficulty
Western Australia has to face lies in the
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Eact that although Federal monetary contri-
butions have been made in order te
strengthen our State Anances from year to
year, no such concession has ever been made
a8 would have been given by the big men
of Australia’s public life, inen of broad
outlook, men whe believed themselves to be
laying a sound hasis for the establishment
of a nation under the Southern Cross. As
soon as the successors of those men of
vision found the Federal Treasury bulging
almost to hursting point with revenue, they
passed the Surplus Revenue Act.  That
iniquitous measure reached the Federal
statute-hook about 1911, Prior to its en-
actment the Commonwealth had returned
to the States no less a sum than £73,792,000.
That money was returned under provisions
of the Commonwealth Constitution which
were believed to be iron-bound. But the
Federal Higlh Court, of course, then as now,
interpreted the Commonwealth Constitution
in favour of the Federal Parliament. To-
day we are heing deprived of countless mil-
lions through the Commonwealth Govern-
ment’s desire to lavish expenditure on man-
dated territories and on Canberra, the capi-
tal eity of Australia, the eonstruction of
which could well have been held over for
half a eentury.

The Premicr: Mr. Hughes on one oeca-
sion wlen Prime Miwister, attempted to
make an additional appoeintment to the High
Court Bench to secure the services of a
gentleman likely to give decisions that he
desired.

My, LAMBERT: Anvone who knows
Mr. Hughes would not expect anything else.
We can remember him as though only the
other day, parading arcund in a digger's hat
and pointing to a hig pieture with the
words: “What did vour daddy do in the
Great War.”” There was the big hat and the
Eace underneath it that louked like that of
Mr. Hughes. Teo-day the position is that
future generations will be asking the old
men of fo-day, “What did vour daddy do
to change the present order of chaos?' The
generation in these days look out only on
a world of ehaos and uncertainty. Can it
be expected in countries like Germany and
France, that the public mind will not he
guided along evolutionary or revolutionary
lines, although in Ttaly the public feelings
are so stringently suppressed? Can we in-
terpret anything else from the pesition in
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Russia? All this unrest is due to the un-
certainty and chaotic state of the world.

It is the old men of the world who bhave

more or less muddled up the position. They
used to talk about *the good old times.”
That reminds me that in 1300 William Pitt
the Younger said—

There is scarcely anything arcund us bhut
ruin and despair,

Even in 1800 the old men were muddling
the affairs of the world.

The Premier: That is what the Leader
of the National Party said.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. In 1819 the great
Lord Grey said—

Everything is tending to a convulsion,

Lord Shaftesbury, in 1848, said—

Nothing cun save the British Ewmpire from
shipwreck.

I think His Lordship must have had the
member for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan)
in mind when he scuttled the ship. Even
Disraeli, in 1849, said—

In industry, commeree and agriculture, there
is no hope.

The great Wilberforce, in 1888, said—

[ dare not marry; the future is so dark and
unscttled.

Faney the great and distinguished Wilher-
force, whose work led to the cmancipa-
tion of slaves throughout the world, being
afraid to marry a simple lady just because
the future was so dark! For my parl, [
suggest that the future becomex dark only
when a person ventures on the seca of
matrimony. I do not know that a man i3
guided by any great beacon light when he
changes his estate and becomes married!

Mr. Stuhbs: It did not frighten yon.

Mr. LAMBERT: No. Then let me
quote what the Duke of Wellington said in
1849—

I thank God T shall be spared to see the

consummation of the ruin that is gathering
about.

Those are some of the opinions of a few
old men of the world, and they believed
that ruination was all around them.
AMr. Hegney: What did Mr. Lyons say?
Mr. Raphael: He said, “*Fat more
fruit?’ and ‘““Tat more candy.’’
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AMr., LAMBERT: Much as 1 hke Mr.
Lyons, L will not attempt to associate that
great and distinguished personality with
the mediocerities whose opinions 1 have
quoted! I do not think it would be fair
to Mr. Lyons! In my opinion, it is neces-
sury for the Eeonomic Council to under-
take a State-wide stocktaking to aseertain
definitely what we ean and what we cannot
manutaeture, We must appreciate the fact
that until there is a change, we have to bow
our heads humbly bhefore the iniquitous
tariff that operates so deterimentally to the
interests of Waestern Australia. I believe
that the members of the Economie Council
are carnest wmen, charged with the respon-
sibility of investigating many of the ques-
tions [ have indicated, There are many
industries throughout the State that
should contribute suceessfully to our
cconomie salvation, if they were but cn-
vouraved and develpped. That reminds me
that an announcement appeared in the
Press receutly indicating that the (tovern-
ment intended to remove the railway that
was  constructed from  Meekatharra to
Horseshoe. A comparatively small amount
of money was provided by the State Gov-
erntuent for the purchase of rails, and
about £130,000 was raised by the people
themselves, and was sunk in that venture.

Mr. Grifliths: Do not the Government
intend to use the rails for the construec-
tion of a railway to the rainers’ settle-
inent ?

The Premier: XNa, for the Yarramony-
Fastwards railway!

Mr. LAMBERT: If the Premier's re-
joinder, which 1 am afraid is ironical, were
eorreet, it would be the unkindest cut of
all. If the rails are to be used for the rail-
way suggested by the member for Avon
{Mr. Grifliths), [ hope my eonstituents will
benefit to that extent, Thiz matter serves
as an object lesson. There are few min-
crals in this State, upon the rccovery of
whieh we are spending money, that we can
transport over long distances and sell at
world’s parity, or in the world’s market
at remunerative prices. [ could zive the
House a list of the minerals that ave re-
ferred to in the vearly pamphlet issued by
the Mines Department, enumerating the
useful minerals of Western Australia.
With the exception of two or three that
are very rare minerals, there is no possi-
hility of experting consizgcments of one of
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those minerals fromm Western Australia,
The exceptions may be those few rare min-
erals that arve found in very small quanti-
ties. When it comes to minerals sueh as
gyvpsum, nanganese and alunite, which are
used extensively in industry, there is no
possiblie hope for suceessful eperations in
placing our minerals on the world’s mar-
kets. It is not mere sheer humbug but
rank hypoerisy to puoblish pamphlets en-
umerating the useful minerals of Western
Australia, seeing that there is no possible
hope of the minernls being exported.
People should not be deluded into think-
ing it is possible to do so. This is a
serious position.  Although my company
spent #£150,000 with the best of intentions,
backed up by State Government reports,
nothing can he done at present. I know a
million pounds’ worth of mangunese is
at the Forseshoe, merely waiting to bhe
quarried and railed to the seaboard. Instead
of pulling up that line, perhaps the Gov-
ernment could do something to cnable the
mineral to be marketed at a remunerative
rate. T hope that the poliey of pulling up
railways will not be pursued regarding other
induséries if unpavable prices happen to
rule. I trust that the present Government,
or any future Government, will nof embark
upon a State-wide campaign to pull up
railwars beeause prices are not satisfactory.
Certainly such a policy would provide some
work, but if a year or two ago the Govern-
ment had commeneed to pull nup agricultural
railways merely hecause the price of wheat
fell 2s. a bushel, we wounld have had most of
the farmers off the land to-day. The Gov-
ernment must realise that either the indus-
try must be subsidised by a bounty, or the
Commonwealth Government must be asked
to extend that financial assistanee, if any of
these useful miverals that ean be found in
suclh abundance throughout Western Aus-
tralia, arve to be placed on the world’s mar-
ket, after being eonveyed over long distances
to the seaboard. Unless something of that
description i undertaken, such minerals
cannot bhe placed on the world’s markets in
competition with supplies from elscwhere.
If the Government are not prepared to take
action along those lines, then let the Minister
for Mines one¢ and for all instruet the
Government Mineralogist and Chemist that
there is no further need to issue pamphlets
that will mislead people in other parts of
the world. Sueh statements should not be
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issued leading them to believe that we can
produce these minerals economically, where-
as, in fact, it is impossible to do so. Al-
though 1 am a director of the Manganese
Company and have devoted years of my
life to opening up the deposits, it was in
the hope that, while giving me a return for
my efforts, it would mean the opening-up
and development of a big national asset.
The policy I have indicated regarding the
railways is wrong and far from sound. Tt
there is £1,000,000 worth of ore af the
Horseshoe merely waiting to he ¢uarried,
and transported to the seaboard—I have
not the slightest doubt that such a quantity
iz available—even if my compuany did not
benefii to the extent of one shilling, wonld
it not be far better for the Railway Depart-
ment to make concessions for the transpor:
of the ore, instead of imposing a ratr of
18s. o ton? If something of that sort were
done, the Government could provide employ-
ment for many men. They could quarry the
manganese, either by contract or by day
lahour, or even by means of some eo-opera-
tive scheme. That ecould be undertaken.
even if my eompany, which spent £150,000
on the proposition, did not benefit to the
extent of one shilling.

The inister for Justice: The Govern-
ment did not stop anvone from earrving oun
work there.

My. LAMBERT: No, but the Railway
Department levied a rate for the transport
of the ore from the mine to the seaboard.
which wmade it impossible to markef the
mineral at & profit, T do not blame the Min-
ister for the position; I amn merely stating
the facts. In India the Government eonvey
minerals from the inland provineces to Bum.
bay or Caleatta for 5s. or 6s. a ton.

The Minister for Justice: Can any Guv-
ernment in Australia do that?

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not say that they
can.

The Minister for Justice: Why, yon can
buy a man, woman and family for a eonple
of shillings in India.

Mr, LAMBERT: That is foreign to me.
I have never attempted to buy a man, ner
have I attempted to buy a woman. T de
not know what the charges may he, but 1
do know that we cannot remove the econ-
omic factors that are operating againet ‘he
suecessful mining of big tonnages of lower-
priced ores unless the Government cenlise
it is a sound policy to mete out the same
treatment to mining as they do to wheat-
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growing and other primary industries. In
making that point, I am not finding fault
with the State Government.

The Minister for Justiee: If the railways
provided transport without cost, wonkl youn
quarry the manganese.

AMr. LAMBERT: I would send down
10000 tons immediately, before the railway
is pulled up, The Minister would then see
the foolishness of the poliey I am combaling.
Of eourse it will have nothing to do with
me, hecause T have lost interest in it

Mr. Latham: Many others have losi in-
terest in it, too.

Mr. LAMBERT: Let us look at the re-
vorse side of the pieture. We find the Com-
monwealth Government lavishing bonuses on
other industries and making them available
te those who produce butter, dried fruits,
sugar, and other commodities. In this State
there is mineral wealth to he guarried and
mined and shipped overseas. On aceount
of the economie conditions obtaining
throughoul Aastralia to-day and the high
cost of haulage, that wealth has to remain
untapped. It is essential for the Govern-
ment to realise the position. Members
gpeak in this House with their tongues in
tireir eheeks, and there is too much bluff and
hypecrisy. There is no possible hope of send-
ing our minerals to the Fastern States. An
overseas shipping committee regulates the
price, and whereas we should get a freight
from Fremantle to Hamburg of 18s. per
ton, the overseas shipping ring charges a
minimnm of £1 13s. Thus we are shut out
of the world’s markets by the high cost of
transport. I do not say that the day will
not come when a better co-ordination of our
transport and power activities will enable
us to give the needed facilities for the de-
velopment of some of the big mineral de-
posits, and permit of their being opened
up. This brings me to the guestion of the
necessity for co-ordinating power and trans-
port. The time has arrived when there
should he a clear eo-ordination along lines
that will ensure the greatest security to the
railways in which so much money has been
invested by the State. This remark ap-
plies equally to power. The future develop-
ment of this country depends upon trans
port and power. Unforiunately, we have
lagged behind in the matter of co-ordinating
our power schemes. Let me give an idea
of our lamentable position. A few months
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ago the Municipal Council of Bunbury—1
have heard its members referred to as bun-
gling bumbles—circularised other councils
throughout the State asking them to sup-
port a scheme designed to economise in and
simplify the domain of the State Govern-
ment and Parliament. They suggested that
20 members of Parliament at £50 per year
each would he quite suflictent. While mak-
ing that suggestion, the council purchased
a foreign manufuctured crude-oil engine for
its electric gencration, and committed the
ratepayers to the purchase of erude oil as
long as that engine runs, nolwithstanding
that within 40 miles of the town is the larg-
est known coalfield in the State, The =ame
remark applies to Albany. The time has
arrived when we should adopt a national
policy that will not permit of tinkers and
tailors elected to a town council deciding
to use imported erude oil in preference to
native fuel. What a seandalous position!
What hope is there for us when a couneil
adopt such an attitude?

Mr. Withers: Are not the members of

the council appointed to protect their own
interests?

Mr. LAMBERT : There is no inferest that
is nof subordinate to the national interest.
Those husybodies and know-alls who com-
prise the Bunbury couneil take such a pride
in their country that they use their town
clerk, his time and postages, and probably
some of the 3 per cents., to eircularise other
councils and try to hold Parliament up to
derision for not economising sufficiently.
You can go back and tell that to your
friends at Bunbury.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
her must addvess the Chair, and not the
member for Bunbury.

Mr. LAMBERT : The hon. member should
tell them that they have a State-wide re-
sponsibility, not a parochial responsibility.
It is essential that the power schemes of
the State be co-ordinated in the matter of
current, direct or otherwize, to ensure the
utilisation of native fuel. We must curb
town councils when they merrily meet over
the convivial glass and decide to import
crnde oil engnes, thus forcing us farther to
leeward when we are exerting all our efforts
to balance the national accounts. I dis-
agree with the idea of epending anothsr
shilling on the Perth-Fremantle-road.
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Me. Thorn: Before you finish with erude
o0il, what about having a go at the dredge
at the Causeway?

Mr, LAMBERT: The dredge will be use-
ful later on to deepen the river and bring
down the dried fruits from the hon. mem-
her's distriet.

AMr. Withers: Deal also with those who
use American cars instead of British ears.

My, LAJMBERT: That does not refer to
me, hecause mine is ouly an apology for a
ear. The Perth-Fremantle-rosd contains
many hottle-necks, and rather than spend
any more money on it, the question of pull-
ing up the Perth-Fremantle railway should
be considered, The line could he pulled up
and a national highwav econstiructed with
the material available, There is ample re-
servation teo provide a fire national high-
way for two-wayv traflie, and the material
salvaged conld he used to comstruet the rail-
way on the south side of the river.  The
existing railway bridges eould be demolished,
and instead of building extravagant strue-
tures, & bridge of wood would be sufficient
to meet the needs for 30 or 40 years.

Mr. Raphael: Would you pull up the line
hetween Perth and Fremantled

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. Owing to the bot-
tle-necks on the Perth-Fremantle-road, it
will alwavs be nnsafe. A railway for heavy
transport between Perth and Fremantie is
not required. I suggest, with all modesty,
and having regard to the modesty so char-
acteristic of some of the officers of the
Works Department, that the time has ar-
rived when this matter is of paramount im-
portance. Such a highway would contain
sufficient space for frolly buses, and their
operation would eliminate much of the com-
petition now being experienced. I notieed
with a good deal of pleasure that Sir George
Pearce was in Perth the other day. He
made, I understand, a courtesy call upoen
the Premier. TWnowing the Premiex’s pro-
nounced affection for him, T did not like
to ask whether that was so or not. I take
it, however, that the newspaper reports
were reasonably eorrect, and that Sir George
Pearce did broach the idea of establishing
a great northern State. This question should
have been considered long ago. The Com-
monwealth lavishly spent money at Can-
berra while leaving the most vulnerable por-
tion of Australia open to possible attack.
In addition, money was spent lavishly in
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mandated territories and in the Northern
Territory, thus absorbing funds which
should have been pald to the States under
the per capita provisions of the Constitu-
tion. Tt is time we considered the estahlish-
ing of a tropieal State aeross the north of
the continent. T would not say what the
houndary should he, The member for Gas-
covine (Mr, Wise) gave a forceful address
on the problems and difficulties of the North,
and he conld deal with the question in far
more detail than T eould, I helieve we
should encourage the idea of establishing
such a State across the north of Australia,
and that it should he governed and con-
trolled by the State so constituted. I would
not eoncede one foot of State territory to
the Commonwentth Government, not even to
bury one of the pussyfoots emanating trom
Woolloomooloo, or therezhouts, that “com-
prise the Parliament. The Commonwealth’s
ineapuaeity to contrnl or develop any area
has been magnificently exeraplified in the
Northern Territory, and I hope that no
State Parliaoment will agree to concede any
territory to the Commonwealth aunthorities
until they show their eapaeity to develop
it. I am pleased with the assuraoces of
help given by the Leader of the Oppesition
(Mr, Latham) and the Leader of the Na-
tional Party (Hon, N, Keenan), whose
viewpoint bas heen marked by a fine de-
mocratic outlook. When the history of the
present Parliament comes to be written, I
hope it will he possible to say that mueh
of the existing clinos and unhappiness has
been removed, and that the State is in a
sounder and mare prosperous condition.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [5.451: 1 de-
sire to join with other members in congrat-
ulating you, Mr. Speaker, on vour elevation
to the high office you hold, and to wish vou
a happy term of office. [ also wish tg con-
gratulate the new members. I have listened
with interest to what they have had to say
and congratulate them on their econtribu-
tions to the debate. They have undoubtedly
spoken their own minds and have brought
forward new ideas. T eannot agree entirely
with all their idess, but neverthelss they are
worth analysing. Members have dealt very
extensively with the dificult position in
which our farmers find themselves, and un-
doubtedly evervone in this House is greatly
concerned about that industry. 1 know and
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feel sure the Government will do, as their
predecessors did, their level best to allev-
iate the troubles of the people on the land.
We have also heard the North-West freely
discussed and I agree that the time is loug
overdue when we should give servious atten-
tion to that part of the State by rendering
assistanee to those industries that are nat-
ural to the North{West. The member for
Pilbara (Mr. Welsh) dealt very capably
with many North-West subjects the other
evening. I do nof suppose we conld zelect
a man who has a wider experience of the
North than has the hon. mewber, The meni-
ber for Roebonrne (Mr. Rodoreda} and the
member for Gascovne (Mr. Wise) contri-
buted suggestions which in their opinion
might assist the North-West in getting ont
of its diffieulties. The industries that are
associated with that part of the State are
principally pastoral and mining. With re-
gard to mining in that territory, we can
gafely suy that the country has been havely
seratched up to the present time, and the
industry should reeeive all the conzideration
and help possible, There is also pearling,
which is an luportant industry  of  the
-North, whilst there are also possibilities in
respect of fish in its fresh and preserved
state. I wish to deal with the dried Eruit
industry, more =0 for the information of
the new members of the House. We have
heard a good deal ahout control legislation.
[ know that zome members are unfavourably
disposed to it, but during the present de-
bate we have heard quite a lot ahout the
economi¢ position and many members have
¢laimed that we should hring about mone-
tary reform. 1 believe the time has arrived
when we should effect changes in our mar-
keting conditions. It i= no good sticking
to our own methods of marketing because
we realise that Western Australia and \us-
tralia, as & voung country years ago, Pro-
duced only its own requirements. Tn our
own State to-day we have reached the stage
of over-production and now must find mar-
kets overseas. Consequently, we require
control of our industriex. Many members
are of the opinion that the dried-fruit
erowers of the State are to-day on a sound

footing. Last vear the dried-frunit growers
enjoved good prices, but thiz vear the
prices are down £12 10s. a ton. Another

point T wish fe make elear is that the grow-
ers have not all their eggs in one hasket;

they are engaged in producing wive and
table grapes. This vear Western Australia
has exported 40,000 cases of fresh grapes,
more than halt of the total export of the
Commornwealth. The position with the grow-
ers, however, is verv sad indeed. Sales
have heen low and they have found them-
selves in difficulties. Then we come to the
wine industry. In Western Australia it is
being carvied on in a small way only, but
we find that the producers are struggling
tor an exiztence.  ‘The produetion of wine
in Western Australia is 350,000  gallons,
whilst the consumption is 440,000 gallons.
During the past vear quite a number of
Eastern States wine makers bought grapes
at £1 and 132 a ton. In the Barossa dis-
trict alone 8,000 tons of grapes were pur-
chased at £1 and 15=. n ton. That guantity
of grapes wounid make 11 million galions of
wing, and in all probahilitv come into eom-
petition with the wine of this State next
year, The winemakers of Western Aus-
tralia ave in the position that it will not be
poszible fnrr them to compete. They have
paid £5 u ton for grapes for distillery pur-
puses and between £7 and £8 a ton for grapes
for wine making. They have religiously stuck
to their contructs.  Another matter of im-
portance is that in South Australia
an exclusive license to sell local wines is
ohtainable.  We have nsked previons Gov-
ernments in Wesfern Australia for a similar
right and we have heen informed that to
grant this would be contrary to Section 92
of the Commonwealth Constitution. Conse-
yuently, the license lolders have to sell the
wines that are made throughout the Com-
monwealth,  Yet Sonth Australia boldly
roes on xelling its own wines exelusively.
I am hoping that the Government will give
conzideration to the matter.

The Minister for Lands: You are asking
this Government to do everything; why did

=0
vou not ask the previous Government?

AMr. THORN: That is not the right way
tn look at it.

The Minister for Tands: That is the way
you pat it

The Miniater for Justice;: How does South
Australia get over Section 92 of the Com-
monwealth Aet?

Mr. THORN: That is what T eannot
understand. I have it on the authority of
a well-informed person that in South Aus-
tralia exelusive licenses are granted.
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The Minister for Justice: We have a
license that allows of the sale of purely
Western Australian wines.

Mr. THORN: But the position here is
that the licenses are not exclusive.

The Minister for Justice: Will youn assist
us by giving us the facts regarding the posi-
tion in South Ausiralia?

Mr, THORN: I will go into that matter,
An Act that is in existence in New South
Wales does unot permit wine to enter that
State which is fortified under a strength of
34 per cent. This is usual and applies in
Western Australia. We fortify to the extent
of 34 per cent. and yet South Australian
and Vigtorian wines come here in competi-
tion with our wines fortified as low as 28
per cent., and that gives those States an
opportunity to undersell us, All the wine
from the other States is sent in for quick
sale. Recently I had an opportunity of tesi-
ing and examining a sample of Eastern
States wine taken from shelves in a loeal
shop. It looked perfect to the eye but it
was most unhealthy in the bouquet, and
when examined in the glass it was found
to be full of hacteria. It was cheap wine
and under fortified. I am going to endeavour
also to obtain a copy of the Wew Sonth
Wales Act and see whether the Government
will consider the introduction of similar
legislation here in that way allowing only
wine to enter the State that is fortified to
the standard of our own nroduct. One can
realise how we are serionsly erushed by the
competition of Fastern States interests.
Take Vietoria. There are in that State
32,000 acves under vines. South Australia
has 58.000 acres under vines, whilst in West-
ern Australia we have a modest 4,900 acres
and our growers are struggling for an exist-
ence. T wish to bring these faets under the
notice of the Government as foreibly as [
ean. When we find wine makers buving
grapes at £1 and 15s. a ton, and know that
the wine made from those grapes will eome
into competition with ours next year, it wilt
be reecognised that the outlook for our
growers is very black indeed.

The Minister for Justice: Very black in-
deed, for we cannol grow grapes and sell
them at that price.

Mr. THORN: I could sav a great deal
more abont this subject, but T think I have
said enough to show how serious the posi-
tion is for the industry in this State. Vie-
toria carries stocks amounting to hetween
13,000,000 and 14,000,000 gallone, whilst
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South Australin wakes between 10,000,000
and 12,000,000 gallons annually.

The Premier: They export a lol.

Mr. THORN: We have a compact little
industry bere and I am hopeful that we may
be able to preserve it. A good deal of capi-
tal has been invested in it.

The Minister for Justice: The abandon-
ment of prohibition in the United States
niay improve the position.

Me. THORN: Tnat is so. With reference
to the Dried Fruits Act, I should like w
give a briet outhne of it for the information
of the new members. We have control of
this industry and by reason of that we are
able to pack standard lines and send them
overseas. The buyers in the Londen and
other markets ean always rest assured that

they  ean  buy the brand  described
on the ease. The Western Ausira-
lian produet is held in high favour

on the London market, and is regarded as
superior to that of the Eastern States.
But we have to export 80 per eent. of our
product, and accept world parity for it. A
little while ago the member for Yilgarn-
Coolgardie tried to compare our freights
with those in India. We have to com-
pete with forcign countries employing black
lahour and paying for it a penny or iwo-
pence a day. Yet, owing to our high stand-
ard, we are able to command a price that
at lenst covers the eost of production, Some
members think the growers should receive
more for the fruit sold on the local market.
They ecannot understand growers receiving
a flat rate of only 4d. per Th. for currangs
that are selling at 7d. per Ib. on the loeal
market, hut it must be realised that the

20 per cent. sold loeally has to 1he
pooled with the 80 per cent. sold
overseas, and it is the pooled prien

that the growers receive. I am not going
to make ont thai we are entirely satisfied
with the position, but at all evenis we get
a fairly good retnrn. Like the member for
Murray-Wellington (Mr. Mclarty), I am
pleased with the operations of the Milk
Roard, which T think is carrying out its
duties very well. Of course it has to clash
with many interests, and there ean he no
doubt it was justified in delicensing some
of those small shops, many of which were
not sufficiently caretnl in the handling of
milk.

The Minister for Health: No other food
is so easily contaminated as is milk,
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Mr. THORX: That is so, and we under-
stand that hacterta from froit or vegetables
or fish will serve to contaminate it. T con-
eratulate the Milk Board on the way in
which it is doing its business. I know it
i an instruction from the Government thal
all onr unemployed, and especially those on
sustenance, shall use local produets. I am
alraid a lot of them are not deing so, and
I hope the Government will police that
order a little more closely and see if they
cannot enforce it. I understand that in
Vietoria and New South Wales it is con-
sidered a erime for sustenance workers to
purchase commodities from other States. [
am pleased to know the Minister tor Em-
plorment is actively urging the use of lgeal
produets, for I regard that as one way out
of owr diffieulty. If wé ean foster such
sccondary industries as are natural to our
primary industries, and push our local pro-
ducts it will materially assist us. The mem-
ber for Yilgarn-Coolgardie spoke of the
freatment meted out to this State by the
people of the Eastern States. As in poli-
ties, the manufacturers of the Eastern
States are the masters of the situation here.
Whenever we start a secondary industry in
this State it is very quickly crushed out. The
fact that we can purchase Eastern States
Jjam in this State at 8s, 6d. per dozen proves
that the stuff is being dumped here, for it
is impossible that the manufacturers ean
profitably sell the jam here at that priee.
In my electorate, Mr. Speaker, we have
many rvequirements, but I think they ean
he dealt with in a mueh more efficient man-
ner by my eonferring with the Ministers of
the wvarious departments and discussing
those requirements with them. This I pro-
pose to do at the earliest opportunity af-
forded me.

MR. PIESSE (Katanning) [6.8]: I de-
sire to congratulate you, Sir, on vour ele-
vation to the Speakership. I am ronvinced
that during your term of office vou will
worthily ecarry out your duties, Also I
congrainlate Ministers, especially the Pre-
mier, upon their return to the Government
benches. We on this side of the House
have heen disappointed with the vesults of
the last elections, but we have no quarrel
with the decision of the electors, We con-
sider it was not wire to interfere with the
stability of flovernment at a time when
that stability was most needed. However,

Y feel sure the earnestness of purpose of
the present Ministers is such that for the
time being we can very well leave the des-
tiny of the State in their hands, hoping
they will not be stampeded into extreme
legislation by the large following they
have. I congratulate new members upon
their excellent speeches in this debate, and
I feel sure their entry into Parliament will
be of some assistance to the deliberations
of the House. If the contributions made
to the dchate assist to bring abont a per-
manent solution of our monetary difficul-
ties, they will be of very great service to
the State, For the moment I am con-
cerned about the everyday troubles with
which we are faced. more particularly
those hrought about by the sudden fall in
the prices of our primary produets. This
Parliament cannot too early take into con-
sideration the apecial disabilites under
which the State is labouring, and assist the
(iovernment in unravelling the various
difficnlties and so placing our indunstries
on a hetter footing. T desire Lo congratu-
late Sir James Mitchell upon his selection
as Lievt.-Clovernor. I have been surprised
to henr that the Government were not con-
sulted in the matter. I think one ean say
that at no opening of our successive Par-
lianents have we had a more cordial spirit
in listening to His Excellency’s Speech
than was evidenced when Sir James 1lit-
chell as Lient.-Governor submitted the
opening Speech two weeks ago, That
spirit, I take it, was due largely to the
very wise choice of Lieut.-Governor. So
far the onlv diseordant note has come
from members sitting behind the Govern-
ment,

Mr. Sleeman: Do you helieve in that
method of appointment?

Mr. PIESSE: T think a very wise
choice was made. I have never agreed
with the suggestion that a Lieut.-Hovernes
should for all time supplant an Tmperial
Governor, I think it was never more neces-
sary that we should have an Tmperial Gov-
ernor than it is to-day, beeause after all
he is the only connecting link we have with
His Majesty. the King. Under our Con-
stitution there are sovereign rights vre-
served to our State by which we ean go
direet to His Majesty. We have been
sufficiently long without an Tmperial Gov-
ernor.
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Mr. Sleeman:
worse for that?

Mr, PIESSE: Especially at this period,
the State cannot afford to dispense with
Imperial Governors,

Have we been any the

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Mr, PIESSE: Whilst the appointment
of Lieut.-Governor was popularly received
throughout the State, it was expected that
the office wanld be filied only temiporarily,
and people hoped that the Government
would, before the present Parliament ter-
minated, earry out their duty wunder the
Constitution and arrange for the appoint-
ment of a Governor from the Homeland.
There is very little in the Speech that is de-
batahle. It deals largely with the past, and
with statistics concerning the primary in-
dustries and gold produetion. It is & very
noble and splendid tribute to our producers,
who have faced so much adversity during ihe
past three years, that onr primary produets
should have assumed such large proportions
as to play an important part in the seftle-
ment of our oversea debts and in providing
our national wealth. I am gratefu! that we
have enjoyed good seasons in the vasi three
years, amd that our crops on the whole have
given good results. Unfortunately ihiey have
heen unpayable and unprofitable to those
engaged in growing them. It is our hope
that with the aid of this Parliament, and the
united eflorts of us all, we may he able to
induce the Federal Government to assist uws
in bringing down the eost of production, and
that the improvement 1in the prices
evident during the past few weeks will
soon enable our primary industries to get
on the high road to recovery. Tt is pleasing
to note that the goldmining industry has
been so well developed of late at a time when
we most needed its help. In the early days
it was due to thai industry that this State
had an opporfunity to develop its agri-
cultnral resources. Two importanf matters
are referred to in the Speech. namely, the
material reduetion in our oversea intevest,
and the economy in our rajlway expendituve.
I am somewhat disappointed that move
direct reference was not made to the poliex
the Government are likelr fto pursue in
assisting oar farmers under their present
disabilities. I refer to primarv producers,
the growers of wheat, woo! and other pro-
ducts. One wounld have thought that with
the probability of such a large loan expendi-
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ture, as is anticipated by the Treasurer,
something would bhave been said in the
Spaeech with regard to the future develop-
ment of our agrienltural industry. I am
pleased that the deficit for the past yeav has
been kept fairly well within the amount
arranged for under the Premiers’ Plan. I
hope the Treasurer will conform to that
lan, and that in the near future he will be
ahle to balance the Budget, so that we shall
not have to look forward to an annual re-
currence of deficits such as we have had in
the past. We know the great difficulties
under which the country has to be carried
on. We have not vet arrived at the end of
all economies. Tt is expected by those who
are produeing crops at a loss and helping
io provide our national wealth, that the
erentest economies will he practised by hoth
the Government and Parliament. The policy
of embarking upon loan expenditure of such
magnitude as outlined at the last Premiers’
Conference, is rather alarming, considering
that while we are euntting down wages and
the salavies of Government employees
on the one hand, we are huilding up
a huge deficit out of all proportion
to what should he undertaken in times
of difficulty. We have left too much
to posterity. TIn effeet, posterity is almost
with us now. WWe have to pay debts instead
of heing able to pass them on to posterity.
Our public deht is out of all proportion to
onr population and present produetion of the
country. T hope the Premier will at an
early date take the House into his confidenee,
and show how the proposed loan expenditure
is to he laid ont. We are informed in the
Speech that every penny Western Australia
has this vear has been allocated from loan
funds, an amount slightly larger than that of
last vear, will be devoted {o providing em-
plo¥ment on reproductive works. If these
works are largely reproductive, there will he
little to complain of Whilst T sympathise
with the Government and those who are out
of employment, T do not think it is the duty
of anv Government to provide fuli-time work
merely hecause we have unemployment.

The Minister for Employment: You want
the people to starve.

Mr. PIESSE: Tf we are going to carry
ont that policy we shall soon have here all
the unemploved in Australia.

The Minister for Employment : Ts that an.
argument in favour of letting our own peo-
ple starve?
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Mr. PIESSE: The Minister has no right
to make that interjection. XNothing i= fur-
ther from my thoughts than that.

The Minister for Employment: Then why
do you oppose full-time work?

Mr. PIESSE: If full-time work can be
made reproduective, well and good. If the
Alinister had a business, would he be able
to earry out certain works unless they were
reproductive, and unless he had a reason-
able chance of paving interest an horrowed
money? The State is horrowing donble the
amount that was horrowed two years ago,
in the worst ycar of our unemployment. The
Government should ponder over this ¢ues-
tion. Members have a right to know how
the £2400,000 of loan money will be spent.

The Minister for Employment: Do you
not think the eommunity will want to see
that the unemployed are eared for all the
same-!

Mr. Latham: 1f they ean he eared for.

The Minister for Employment: 1f they
cannot be eared for civilisation must break
down.

Mr. PIESSE: We shall all be on the same
level in a short time if the Minister earries
ont that poliex.

The Minister for Emplovment:
could he worse things than that,

Mr. PIESSE: Then we shall have to look
somewhere else outside Australia to get us
back on to the right road. If we are all
en the same level there will be no employers,
for we shall all be working for the Govern-
ment. 1 have no desire to delay the Govern-
ment in the careving out of any policy that
is likely to give immediate relicf to those
who are out of work. We want to koow
from the Minister for Fmployment what
he means by providing work for married
unemployed for four weeks, and standing
them down on the dole without work for
three to seven weeks. Tf we are going to
get iack to the dale svsiem we shall soon
have the worst possible form of relief. I
bave heen closely associated with nunemploy-
ment in the country distriets. I have al-
ways found that men out of work were
more ready to do something than to aceept
sustenance from the Government without
work.

The Minister for Employment: All the
more reason why vou should support a pol-
iey for getting them hack on to full time.

Mr. PIESSE: No one would be more
pleased than I if we could get these men

There
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back into profitable employment, and if that
was within the borrowing powers of the
State to do. No one should be allowed to
starve. I do not think anyone has starved,
although we have been through a werse time
thar we are going through this year. I do
not say the Government were unwise o0
appaint a Minister for Employment. In the
last Cabinet there was no Minister able to
give his time wholly to that matter, T hope
Lke present Minister will be ready to aceept
suggestions from this side of the House.
We who represent constituencies where there
is & considerable amount of unemployment
from time to time are only too pleased to
give all the assistance we can. There is,
however, strong resentment in the State at
the proposed suggestion that after working
four wecks an unemployed married man, ac-
cording to his family responsibilities, will
stand down without work from three to
seven weeks.  Another point which has
been mentioned to me in the same con-
neetion iz that Western Australia is pav-
ing the highest sustenance rate of all the
Aunstralian States.  If rich Victoria ean
ay  only  about half the sustenance rate
we pay, Western Australin is not doing
too badly in that respeet. I do not
know what taxation is contemplated to
meet the expenditure involved, but the Gov-
erament may look forward to strong ohjee-
tion against increased taxation for the pur-
pose of increased sustenance. I hope the
Minister for Fmplovmnent is not taking a
prefudiced view against the loeal authori-
ties, whose co-operation from the heginning
of the unemployed trouble has enabled the
State to do much hetter than otherwise it
could have done in the matter of providing
wark., There may he differences of opinion;
the Minister may be right, or he may he
wrong. At that period there existed special
circumstances, which do not enter into the
congideration now. 1 have nn objection to
the Minister's making provision for loeal
authorities to pay the hasie wage, but I do
ohjeet to sustenance withont work, or the
dole, the latter word, T am aware, heing dis-
liked. The dole system has proved demaralis-
ing in other parts of Australia, and T hape
the Minister will reconsider his decision on
the point. Possibly he may receive sugges-
tions from this side of the Chamber zs well
as from his own as to how the Loan funds
can be best expended. The appointment of
the Advisory Couneil I regard as an excellent
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move. In the last Parliament members of
this Chamber worked most amieably to-
gether, and I hope that any suggestions now
put up will be wviewed by the Minister
for Kmnployment apart altogether from any
party considerations. Without any porty
feeling, I am warning the hon. gentleman
of the =ituation.

The Minister for Employment: The pro-
vision of work for the people is ahove all
party polities.

AMr, PIESSE: That should he se. Tthink
it was so in the time of the late Govern-
ment, Party spirit is not likely to make
itself felt, in view of the seriousness of the
unemployment situation. No one knows hetter
than members of Parliament the suffering
that unemployment has brought about, es-
pecially during the past two or three years.
T do not think any member of Parliament
has shirked his responsibility in regard to
unemployment. Fully half of my time, as
T have mentioned here previvusly, has been
occupied in looking after the workless in
my distriet, However, there are other
directions in whieh the Minister eould more
advantageously expend sustenanee Tunds.
The Government might look inte the advisa-
bility of making advances to farmers at a
low rafe of interest in order to create new
works in the form of clearing and so on,
A large part of the lhan funds to he
raized this year should be sel spart for the
Agrienltural Bank, which hias heen starved
for new money, and whose resourees have
heen further restricted by the fact of many
farmers heing unable to meet their interest
commitments. Instead of being placed on
the dole, men could be put on small hlocks
of land to ¢lear them. JMany of the men
who opencd up this eountry, especinlly the
Great Southern distriet, would have eonsid-
ered themselves indeed well off had they
been guaranteed 15s. or £1 per week sus-
tenanee. Thig is a better method of expend-
ing money than paying it to unemployed to
do nothing. Western Anstralia’s outstand-
ing diffieulties to-day are unemployment
and faimers’ disabilities. I trust that be-
fore many days have passed we shall hear
from Ministers in charge of various Gov-
ernment departments what they propose to
do in order to ease the position of the prim-
ary producer. With the low prices ruling
for the past three years, many of our farm-
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ers have lost faith in their industry. Al-
though prices have mproved during the
past two or three weeks, there is no guar-
antee that the rises will hold, though we
hope they will, The Lime has arrived when
the Government should formulate a poliey
of giving relief to the farming industry.
In the light of our experience of three years
of low priees, it is plain that the Govern-
iment should do something in the way of
legislation to give favmers protection for
their speurities and as regards earrying on
in future. Various suggestions have baen
made as to reconditioning of farmers’ debts.
It is certainly time that that question was
faken in land seriously. While farmers do
nobt expect to have theiv debts written down
indiseriminately—cach ease should be dealt
with on its merits—the Government
ought to give serious consideration to
‘the introduction ot legislation somewhat
similar to  that vecently passed in
New South Wales or to that which has
operated Tor some time in South Australia.
That would lead business people and other
creditors of the farmers to make voluntary
offers of re-adjustment. If vears are to ypass
by before such steps ave tuken production
will be held up and many farmers will be in
the unfortunate position of not knowing how
they stand financially. The appointment of
a Royal Commission to investigate the opera-
tions of the Agrieultural Bank is a step in
the right direction, and should be the fore-
runner of more adequate legislation to meet
the unfortunate position of many of our
primary producers. On the diseussion of the
report Parliament would have an oppor-
tunity of sugeesting that the operation of
the banking section of the Agricultural Bank
should he separafed from the trading seefion.
When the institution was first inangurated,
it was never expected o be o trading institu-
tion and a board of econtrol to carry on
farmers in difliculties. That aspect first
arose as the result of the trouble of 1914,
which resulted in the establishment of the
Tndustries Assistance Board. TUnquestion-
ably the board did great work at the time,
but their operations have continued indefi-
nitely, some farmers having become chronic
clients of the hoard. Later, when the Esti-
mates rome down, there will be opportunities
to deal with matters of local coneern. I
hope the Govermment will soon take the
House into their confidence as to what i to
he done to meet the competition of road



[1 Aveusr, 1933.]

tranzpurt with our railway systew. Some-
thing should be stated as to the Govern-
ment’s intentions with regard to amendment
of the Electoral Aet. On that subjeet §
speak ~omewhat feelingly. What happened
to me might happen to any other member of
the House. Tt is deplorable to think that a
sitting member

The Premier: There is not any sitting
mamber.  The life of Parliament expires be-
{ore a general election, and there is no sueh
thing as a sitting member at an election.

AMr. PIESSE: The retiring member, then.
Frequently the retiving member has some
claim to re-election. It is not the duty of the
Eleetoral Department to put a candidafe in
the position in which I was placed. As is
well known, owing to reliel work in my elec-
torate, a number of single and married men
were transferred there just prior to the elec-
tion. 1 do not hlame any Government for
attempting to restore the cquilibvium of the
labour market.

The D'remier: There was a good deal of
method in that transter, beeause the unem-
ployed were transferred to an electorate that
was pretty safe for the party that made the
transter,

Mr. PIESSE: There is no reason why
candidates should be called upon to pay
money qut of their own pockets for the pur-
pose of purifving the volls.  When the
registrar beeame aware that men had heen
enrolled ilegally, seeing that they could not
have been enrolled in complianee with the
Electoral Act, it was his duty to take action
on hits own initiative, and not leave it to
candidates affected fo incur expense in puri-
f¥ing the roll.

The Premier: It wounld not have made any
difference to your eonstituency.

Mr. PIESSE: I want to prevent that sori
of thing reecurring. Thirty pounds or £40
means something to me as, probably, it
meéans to the Premier. Why should we
have to go to that expense when the mach-
inery is at the disposal of the Electoral
Departiment to cleanse the rolls? Tt is a seri-
ous offence to witness claims such as T have
referred to, and the penalty involves the
liability to a fine of £50, The Premier would
not countenance anything of the sort in his
own electorate. nor would he countenance it
anywhere else. I hope amending legislation
will be introduced with the object of pre-
venting such irregularities and thus avoid
the difficulty in future. It is a mean, low-
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down way for any candidate to zeek (o on-
ter Parliament. Sueh a man  presum-
ing to be a law-maker commences by
being 2 law-breaker. Such a man should
be doubly punished as a deierrent against
the manipulation of the electoral rolls. I
hope the Premier will ask the Minister for
Justice, who is in ebarge of electoral mat-
lers, to give eonsideration te the sugges-
tions I have made, If there is one thing
that should he kept free from abuse, it is
out electoral svstem. I hope the Govern-
ment will not be unduly embarrassed by
the financial situation during their term of
olfice, and that when the Premier is fram-
ing his Estimates of TLoan expenditure, he
will see that sufficient money is provided
to enable the Agrienltural Bank to be con-
dueted as it should be, and that T.oan money
will be expended, as much as possible, on
4 reproduetive and profitable basis,

M2. NULSEN (Kanowna) [84]: In
common with ether hen. members, I con-
gratulate you, Mr. Spenker, on the high
office you have attained. I am sure you will
always be just and impartial while you oc-
cipy that position, and that your decisions
will be given without fear or favour. T
congratulate the Premier on his assumption
of his present responsible office. Tn doing
0, I eeho the sentiments of 95 per eent. of
my constituents, who ave fully aware that
the present Premier will give every pos-
shle consideration to the requirements of all
sections of the community throughout the
whole State. My constituents are pleased
to see him ab the head of the Administra-
tion. I also add my joyful congratulations
to the member for York (Mr. Latham) on
his assumption of the duties of Leader of
the Opposition and Leader of the Couniry
Party. e has always been sympathetically
inclined towiards the Esperance distriet and
has at all times given our requests the con-
sideration possible in the eirenmstances con-
fronting him. I econgratulate the member
for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan) on his offi-
cial position, although the party sitting he-
hind him is not a lavge one. Perhaps at
some future time the swing of the pendu-
fum will he in his divection,

Mr. Raphael: A hundred years hence.
Mr., XCLSEXN: I also congratulate the

Leader of the Independent Party, the mem-
ber for Mt Marshall (Jr. Warner), who
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should have a smooth passage in his deal-
ings with the House because there is little
chance of a split in his ranks,

Mr. Moloney: He is even withour a whip!

Mr. NULSEN: And he will not have to
bother about caucus. I desire tv thank the
member for North Perth (Mr. J. MacCal-
lam Swmith) for allowing the agricultural
editor of the “Sunday Times”, Colonel Fitz-
gerald, to visit my clectorate, accompanied
by a phetographer. My electors are grate-
ful to the hon. member for permitting his
employees to make the trip. [ thank the
Minister for Agriculture for making it pos-

gible for Mr. MeCallum, the sheep and wool

expert, to visit the district and also to thank
the Westralian Farmers Limited for allow-
ing their expert, Mr. Hopkins, to make the
teip at the same time. The reason I men-
tion my thanks is that the Esperance dis-
trict has had to contend with muech adverse
eriticism and I have been anxious to secure
visits by people in a position to diseuss with
aulhority the possibilities and potentialities
of that part of the State. [ regard Esper-
ance as the pivot of my electorate, and I
will not say much regavding the disabilities
from which the people there suffer, as T
outlined the position fully last session. T
know the present Government understand
our requiremenis and will give us every con-
sideration within their power. The port of
Esperance i= one of the finest in Australia,
and has every natural advantage axcepi
shipping facilities. I have a copy of a let-
ter that was received by the Wheat Poot
from the West Hartlepool Steam Naviga-
tion Company Limited, and embodying an
extraet of a comment from the captain of
the s.s. “Kepwickhall” The letter reads—

The following is an extract of letter received
from the Captunin of the ss. ¢ Repwick-
hall??:—

“‘Esperanee Bay is quite an open port and
main steam is kept to two hours’ notice. On
the 11th instant bad weather set in, and the
ship id some dumage to the eoir springs hired
from Messrs, Nicholls & Co., Ltd., also incurred
extra mooring expenses as per enclosed ae-

count. I had to leave the pier for 36 hours,
it was unsafe to stop alongside.’’

We might add that in addition to the charge
for mooring springs of £2 per spring per day,
and we understand four of them were em-
ployed, the ship was charged £12 for the above
damage and £10 for mooring and unmooring
on account of the had weather referred te on
March 11th and 13th.
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This report, tuken in conjunction with one
of a similar character from the Captain of the
“*Grantleyhall’’ in 1929, further confitms that
Esperance Bay is not a suitable place for over-
sens vessels of large size, and in view of the
fact that we understand Mr, Tadman is shortly
leaving for Perth, we would respectfully sug-
gest that his utmost influence be used to get
this place excluded in the future.

The charter party stipulates that the loading
places shall be safe ports, and we certainly do
not think Esperuanee Bay eomes within this
categery by any means.

We are quite certain you will have eondem-
nation of it from all other owmers whose ves-
sels have been ordered there.—Yours faithfully,
for the West Hartlepool Steam Navigatien
Co,, Ltd. (Sgd.) R. T. Slinn, Director.

Members will see the seriousness of the posi-
tion, and I trust that action will be taken
by the Government to conserve the interests
of Esperanee and its hinterland.  Recent
events have lent peint to the position thai
has been ereated. When Mr. Simms, the
secretary and engineer ol the Bsperance
Road Board, was in the eity recently, we
waited upon the Minister for Works to
disenss the position and the Minister is to
give consideration to the provision of faeili-
ties essential for the well-being of the dis-
trict. Last vear L outlined what ean he
grown in the distriet, particularly at Esper-
ance, and on the Treeless Plains. The former
Minister for Lands, the present Leader of
the Opposition, was good enough to name
the aren, “Treeless Plains” instead of
the “Bandplain,” because the latter sug-
gested a desert. I have said before that if
that tract of country were neaver to Perth,
the plaim would be one of the great assets
not only of Western Australia but of the
Commonwealth. T have heard and read a lot
about the North-West. I agree to a great
extent that the North-West deserves de-
velopment and T do not begrudge anything
that is done for that part of the State. It
has produced a lot of real wealth and it is
elear that no Government to date have ex-
tended to that area all the consideration
it should receive. On the other hand, T will
never agree to eonceding any portion of the
North-West to the Federal Government, to
a chartered eompany or to anyone else. We
have plenty of wealth in Western Australia
with which to develop the North-West in the
time to come. The symbol of wealth is not
available for the time being hecause the
monetary system is obsolete. In my elee-
torate there are millions of aecres of land
with a good rainfall that stretch from Fs-
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perance to Israelite Bay. That area,
including Treeless Plains, has proved to be
truly prolific wherever it has been elliciently
worked, The former manager of the Pine
Plantation Company has every confidence
in the distriet, and by way of confirmation
of his opinion, 1 wish to read an extraet
from the “Sunday Times" under date 28th
February, 1932:—

Esperance execels: A serious rival for the
South-West: Without the cost of timber clear-
ing: There is a natural harbour at Es-
perance and astride the railway line to Kal-
goorlie, less than 10 miles from the port, is «
veritable provimge which may yet prove a
serions productive rival to the much vaunted
South-West.  The Cape Le Grande Grazing
Coa. has during reeent years heen carrying out
very useful experiments on its holding of 15,000

acres in this extensive district details of
which arc hereunder given by Mr, A D.
Helms, M.D.F.D., forester and manager of

the company. He writes: Stretching along the
coast, east, north and west of Esperance, there
is a large, almost trecless plain of several mil-
lion acres in extent. At present it is vacant
jand and almost totally uninhabited. The rail-
way connecting Isperance and Coolgardie
passes over the plain from south to mnorth,
¢losely associated with the main road, along
which the motorist uwsually finds more interest
in his specdometer than in the surroundiuy
landscape stretehing, like the sea, an endless
waste, on ecither side.

I do not begrudge anything that has been
done in the South-West, bt if a fourth
of the money spent there had been expended
in my electorate, the production in the latter
pari would now he prolific and would be
one of the greatest assets of the State. That
result could have heen achieved with even
one-tenth of the expenditure that was in-
eurred in the development of the South-
TWest.

Such was the casual visiter’s first impression
of what some day will be a highly produetive
provinee in this State, and such was the mater-
jal with which Esperance Pine Forests, Lid.,
set to work some years ago, a few miles north
of Esperance.

During the years 1928-1929, 500 acres were
planted with pines (Pinus pinaster), and 400
acres of this plantation is now growing vigor-
ously and looking as well as anvthing in the
State of a corresponding age.

The pines have not realised expectations.
I€ is disappointing that they have not
proved as sueccessful as we thought they
would be, The article continues—

The block of dark green folinge, 11. miles
br 14 mile, is a definite break in the otherwise
monotonous landseape. Notwithstanding this
apparent suceess, the company ceased planting

operations in 1929 owing to scrious technieal
and ficaneial difficulties, which made pine
planting on o large scale an extremely hazard-
ous undertaking, Reviewing the position the
company’s management formed the opinion
that this coastal plain had a good many attrae-
tive teatures well suited to the establishinent
of pastures on an intensive scale:

{1) A mild elimate with even temperatures
and, for Western Australin, a well distributed
rainfall of 231y inches per annumn.

(2) Soils looked relatively poor as such, but
the gravelly elay subseil underlying the surface
of sandy loam gave promise of being retentive
to moisture and fertilisers.  Water was also
avatlable at shallow depths either by wells or
dams.

(3) The native vegetation, consisting as it
did of low serub, made it possible to bring
cleuring costs down to a very few shillings por
acre,

(4) Transportation facilities were alveudy
huilt;  railway amd main road traversed *he
area from north te south, while the port of
Esperance adjoined it.

Provided the contention thut pastures of
suflicient quality and quantity counld be grown
at competitive costs as compured with the
South-West was correct, there was an immense
traet of country here awaiting development.

Tn 1928 30 acres of thoeroughly representative
plain country was selected as an cxperiental
area. It was cleared, ploughed and fallowed.
In 1929 the muin efforts were dirceted towards
obtaining information in relation to the po=-
sibilities of the plain producing payable grain-

crops.  The results were not eneouraging. Rye
was the most premising, with onts  close
sceond.  During this season 10 acres were nlso

sown with two strains of sub clover and vari-
ous varicties of lupins, of which the Geraldton
blue develojed best and seeded heavily., The
clovers seeded but looked rather miserahle,
tlthough there were cncouraging indications.

During 1930 it was deeided to eoneentrate
on the establishment of n series of pasture
plants, of which the most important were suh.
clover (early and mid-season strains), droop
-ing flowered clover, white elover, Tangicr pea
and Geraldton blue lupins; perennial veldt
urass, cocksfoot and  perennial rye grass,
Dressings of 1% c¢wt. super. were used when
top-dressing or seeding ju April.

The results during 1930 were most cncour-
aging, nnd indieated plainly the line of ap-
proack in bringing this country into produc-
tion. The main features were:—

The clovers mentioned above developed ex-
ceptionnlly well.  The sub. clover area, which
the previeus vear looked miscrable, carried a
mat reaching to the running hoards of a ear,
while the Tangier peas formed a wall 4 to 3
feet high, and the lupins a eclear even stand
4 feet in height. The suitability of this plain
for leguminous ereps was very clearly demon-
strated. The grasses also looked promising,
but it was apparent that lack of nitrogen ham-
pered their satisfactory development.

In order to test the permanency of these
pastures all plots, 30 aeres, were grazed heavily
with 160 sheep for three month: during the
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summer of 1930-31 and top-dressed during
April, 1031, with 1% cwt. of super. The re-
sults last October were again most euncour-
aging.  All the clover plots were entirely sue-
cessful, earrying a dense mai of vegetation,
almost knece deep in places. White clover and
drooping flowered clover were cutstanding. The
self-sown plots of Tangier peas were also quite
siatisfactory.

The pereunial grosses developed well when
Lop-dressed with a nitregen fertiliser in addi-
tion to superphosphate, or when they were
associnted with elover,  The wmain conclusions
to be drawn from the last three years’ work on
the Esperance plain are as follow:—

1. There are two main soil deficiencies
causing this country to be unproductive in its
nataral state—(a) lack of phosphates, and
(L) lack of nitrogen.

2. With the aid of superphosphate dress-
ings from 1% to 3 cwt. heavy pastures of
varicus clovers and other logumey dan be
grown.

3. Good pastares of pereunial veldt and
rye grasses can be produced by top-dressing
with a nitrogenous fortiliser in addition to
superphosphates, or—with the aid of suitable
clovers associated with these grasses—the nitro-
gen deficiency ean be brought under eontrol at
small cost and a well balanced pasture pro-
duced.

It will be realised that this 30-acre plot, with
the experience gained during the last three
vears, represents the key to the intensive and
profitable  development of the compuny’s
45,00¢-gere property and the plain in general.

Abundance of foed and water is the main-
stoy of successful stock raising, and it can be
obtained at Esperanee at a fraction of the
cost usualiy associated with such devclopment
in the Souih-West.

My reason for reading the article was to
point out that Mr. Helm, who was manager
there, had no axe to grind and that his judg-
ment was a kair one. He had every confi-
denee in that plain if it were only given a
foir ehance. We know not the possibilities
or the produetive capaeity of thut part of
the State. The mallee country is immprov-
ing. 1 will not labour that question hecause
last vear I dealt fairly fully with the dis-
abilities. T should like to correct the average
given by the Statistician. The figures sup-
plied to him, apparently, have not been
aceurate, Last venr quite a lot of wheat,
not only in the Esperance district but in
overy district, was marketed under the lap
and in consequence the Statistician did not
get the correet fignres. The declared aver-
age for the Esperance last vear was 11.4
Lushels, The mallee country is improving
despite the adverse fimes and conditions
heing experienced by the settlers, Dr.
Teakle and his staff are completing an
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analysis and classification of the soil through-
out the district. Not only members of Par-
linment but experts have expressed doubt
as to the value of the results that would ba
obtained from the soil analysis. 1 am
pleased that Dr. Trakle is continuing his
work there. \Vhen it is completed we shall
know exactly what land is suitable for wheat,
for cats and for pasture, and in faet we
shall know more about the Esperance dis-
triet than will be known of any agricultural
distriet in the State. I doubt whether many
districts would eare to have the same gruel-
ling examination that is being condueted in
the lisperanee distriet. I agree with the
member for Mt. Marshall (3Mr. Warner) anl
other members that all possible eonsidera-
tion should be given to the primary pro-
ducers, I intend to support any measures
for their assistance. One guarantee that T
should like to see granted them is security
of tenure. The farmer has to work and ig
producing real wealth under adverse eondi-
tions. With security of tenure he should be
assured of a decent living allowanee. In
granting him those two hoons they should
be eonditional on his doing a certain amount
of work and doing it in season. We could
net give him seeurity of tenure and a de-
cent living allowance unless we had an as-
surance that the ifarmer would do some-
thing to compensate the Gevernment for
thoue concessions. 1 favour alse bringing
the Agrieultural Bank up-to-date. The in-
stitution has done wonderfullly good work
and has done it conseientiously, but it has
heen in voguc since abont 1905 and is out
of date. The first consideration of the Gov-
ernment now should be for those farmers
who are clients of the institution. A con-
solidation of the farmniing industry, as it at
present exists, is necessary, and there should
be no extension of operations for the time
heing. I shall have something more to say
ahout the Agricultural Bank later in the
session, I wrge the Government to eonsider
the advisableness of appointing a Roval
Commission to inquire into the question of
stored wheat. There is a good deal of dis-
satisfaction about it. It would be better,
net onlv for the farmer, but for all con-
cerned if there were a Royal Commission
and the existing doubts were cleared up.
Last vear I spoke at eonsiderable length on
the Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act. I
still say the Act is too cumhersome and too
costly. There should he some scheme worked
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in conjunction with the Agrienlfural Bank
whereby farmers who have the personal
equation in theiy favour and yet have heen
unable to carry ou might be hrought under
a tru-teeship operating in eonjunction with
the bank and enabled therehy to continue.
The zooner we can hring abont a reeondi-
tionine of farmers’ dehis, the better it will
be. By reconditioning all their debts and
putting the farmers on a hetter basis, we
shall =ecure better control over them. Many
farmers are taking advantage of the pre-
senf wvztem and the State appears to have
no redress. I congratulate the Minister for
Mines on his adventurons scheme. It has
heen the means of absorbing many of
the unemploved, directly and indirectly.
T compliment the DMinister on the
fact that he has not had very much to say
about it. Action is what we nced and this
the Minister has supplied. T hope he will
not eramp the scheme by having insufficient
snpervision. Tt will need a good deal of
supervising. Miners are no different from
other sections of the ecommunity and, if thex
ean take advantage, thev will do so. Tk
would be beiter to spend a little more to en-
sure closer supervision so that the scheme
will be given a fair chance. I am more than
ever satisfied that we shall not be able to get
back to prosperity unless we have a com-
plete reformation of the present obsolete,
antediluvian monetary system. It seems to
me that the real wealth we ean produce in
abundance eannot be enjoved by the people
until their representatives are replaced hy
younger and more modern men. I am not
speaking of the present Parliament, but it
seems to me that the old men are really ve-
tarding progress.

Ar. Raphael : Knock them all on the head.

Mr. NULSEXN: Xo, there should be a fair
leavening because the younger men need to
he kept in hand. From what T can learn
Governments in Europe and other parts of
the world ars composed mainly of men whose
mental faculties have lost their elastieity.
Thex cannot cope with the radieal changes
that are necessary, beeaunse they think differ-
ently, perhaps 10, 30 or G0 years back, in-
stead of the present period,

Mr. Stubbs: Don’t they gain by experi-
ence in life?

Mr. NULSEN': They do; there is no ques-
tion ahout that, but the trouble is they can-
not change becaunse their minds are not
plastie.
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My, Stubbs: You have not changed vour
Ministers beeause of age?

Mr. NULSEN: 1 am not saying there is
anyone old in this Parliament. I am quite
satisfied that we cannot get back to
prosperity, despite what our efforts might
be, unless we have a complete reformation
of our present obzolete monctary systemn.
The modernisation of the distribution of the
real wealth that we ean produee in abund-
ance through science and invention, the
people will mnot be able to enjov until
gerontocraey is replaced by younger and
more medern  hrains, The problem is
domestic or national, not inter-national, he-
canse inter-nationally the rational prejudiec,
traditional, psychological, cultural and other
sentimental factors are to be contended with.
Given goodwill on all sides, T believe the
ceonomic question could be settled to the
mutual advantaze of all. But that will never
he, owing to traditional prejudice and lack of
confidence to trust each other internation-
ally. Now this sort of thing must be broken
down before we can expeet or hope to co-
operate, and economic forees find an oppor.
tunity for a general understanding. I agree
with the member for North-East Fremantle
that we must have monetary reform. If we
could get our people back to work we could
produce more, develop and populate Aus-
tralin, inerease our security and in conse-
quence have a greater surplus to export to
liquidate our debt. It would not matter if
we had to export our real surplus under
financial cost, so long as the people of Aus-
tralia had the necessaries of life. Supply
and demand is a ‘thing of the past. The
complete failure of the World Economie
Conference strengthens the Federal Govern-
ment’s  nbsolute necessity to  solve ita
problems on  economic lines, 1 hope
the Government will give us the oppor-
tunity to diseuss the monetary svstem.
The member for Claremont (Mr. North)
has given great eonsideration to the Doug-
las eredit proposals, and I mn pleased
to sec that there are some membors
who have also given the cquestion of mone-
tary reform some attention. Tea my wuy of
thinking it is very necessary now to have
an alteration in our monetary policy. Tt
is just a matter of the distribution of real
wealth. T am an advocate of the national-
isation of finance. The Douglas proposals
have been condemned by many, but mostly
by those who really do not understand what
they are. We know also that they lave
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been condemned by those whe have been
paid to do so. 1 do ot understand the pro-
posals but there are many who do. I do
say, however, that the Douglas scheme is
the only one that seems to have any foun-
dation af all. Power, we know is a great
thing, and there are many whe do not like
to Josc it. Retiving on pensions means a
loss of power and consequently we find that
there is no wish to retire. The same thing
applies to our finaneial svstem. We have
not a fiseal poliey in Western Australia,
but we have a voiee, and at the next Federal
clection T will not give a eandidate any sup-
port unless he has considered the question
of changing the monetary system.

MER. RAPHAEL (Vietaria Park) [8.35]:
May T he permitted, first, Mr. Speaker, to
join in the congratulations that have been
extended to vou on your assumption of the
high oftice von now hold. I also congratu-
late the Ministers elected by the Labour
Party to their varions offices. Tt is not my
intention to lahour any question or to eri-
tieise the Government in any way, aithough
we had the speetacle of the member for
Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan), whe did not
allow five minutes searcely to pass withont
making a heated and personal attack upon
then. J wonder whether the hon. member
considered the atfitude adopted Dby the
Leader of the Opposition who declared that
he would give the Government the oppor-
tunity of carrying out their election pro-
mises? As the member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) stated, the hon. gen-
tleman seutiled the ship of the National
Party, and if he had the power I have no
doubt he would scuttle the ship of the Lab-
our Party as well. In dealing with several
matters, I propose {o tonch upon one parti-
eularly and that is the political jobbery that
takes place in the different States of Aus-
tralin, and to refer to political derelicis who
have been raised to high positions. Take
the case of the former Premier of South
Australiu. There iz no doubt about it that
the people in that State, if they had had
a voice in the matfer, would have emptied
him ont from the high position he held.
Very wiscly, however, that gentleman, be-
fore the elections made provision for him-
self in the event of his being turned out.
Are we not to take it alse that the Governors
who are appointed from the Old Country
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to the different States are derelicts from the
House of Commons? May I go further and
ask vou, Mr. Speaker—I am sure you will
put me right if 1 am wroug—that the poli-
tical derelicts from the Old Country

AMr. Thorn: You are not referring to the
member for Northam?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I am not alluding to
those who have gone before. I shall come
to them afterwards. The Governors that
have come out have heen found wanting in
the eves of their elcetors and we become
saddled with them by their heing appointed
to bigh positions. 1 have no wish to refer to
the representative of the King in the
State at the present time. That is a
matter I would not deal with although I
view with alarm the position that has heen
areated by if. I am not going to make
apologies for touching upen that appoint-
ment though T eannot say I like the gen-
tleman personally; I do not, but I do say
that it is a pretty hard thing thai we should
have a man foisted upon us after he has
heen c¢ast out by his clectors.

Mr. Thorn: It may be your turn onc of
these days.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T look forward
antieipation, may I say, to the time when
promises made to the King by his repre-
senfative in the State will perhips have
to be broken. I do not hold with the views
of the Lang kind, but we had the spectacle
in Sydney of the Governor, S8ir Philip
Game, being iold hy those in control of
the money bags in that State that he must
oust Lang from the position he held. T am
looking forward to the time when that same
position may arise in Western Australia.
Perhaps all this was arranged before Sir
Hal Colebatch went to the 0Id Country.
I suppose one good job deserves another.

Mr. Thorn: Reciproeity!

AMr. RAPHAEL: T am not going to sug-
gest that we should now let sleeping dogs
lie; I shall have somecthing further to say
when the Estimates come along. The big
problem facing the State at the present
time is that of ahsorhing the young bhoys
and girls leaving sehool. To-day on sus-
tenance work there are over 4,000 single
men. The state of society existing at the
present fime shows that they must aceept
a certain small remuneration for their jobs.
T always think of what Helen Keller wrote
“They build large cities with their hands

with



(1 Accust, 1933.]

but they know not whether there be a roof
to cover them.” Tt is the same with these
young men.  They have been put into the
world with the same right to live as wa
have. T agree with the member for North-
East Fremantle (Mr, Tonkin) who declared
that the state of =oeiety existing to-day is
wrong. Last session the member for Ned-
lands (Mr. Keenan) and others were talk-
ing ahout socialism and communism. We
are being forced into that pesition, inte a
state of society where all people will he
provided with work. That is heing forced
on us hy all those compelled to pay to main-
tain those who cannot find employment to-
day. The time is arriving when those peo-
ple who are being taxed to the utmost—in
England it has reached 14s. or 15s. in the
pound—will endeavour to bring about that
change of society, to see that all persons
ave put on the same basis and shall have
to do an equal amount of work for the
money they receive. T hope that af an
early date the Government will take in hand
the position of the Fairbridge Farm School.
At present that institution is entitled to
bring from the Old Country up to 300 boys
to work the farm, and the Government of
Western Australia have to subsidise the
scheme to the tune of 3s. 6d. per boy. Yet
we have thonsands of single men and women
who eannot be provided with sustenance
ad eannot get work, while all of us in
Western Aunstralia are helping to maintain
those hoys at the Fairbridge Farm Sechool,
bhoys who presently will he added to the
list of unemploved., We are told we must
populate this State, hut when we have to
populaie it with such children as are com-
ing from the Old Country, 1 think it should
be the responsikility of the authorities in
the Old Country to maintain them.

Mr. MeLarty: Did you see what Haywood
said ahout 1t?

Mr. RAPHAEL: No, thanks. Another mat-
ter I want fo deal with i3 the admimistration of
the Whole Milk Act. We fully appreciaie
that those persons putting milk on the mar-
ket are entitled to a fair amount for their
labours, Tntil the present Act was passed,
the various local authorities were in control
of the milk supply in their respective dis-
triets. The new Milk Board consists of a
number of men {rying to earn the monev
paid to them after having heen filched from
the producers’ pockets.
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. Mr. Thorn: You cannot say that,

Mr. RAPHAEL: I have said it, and it
stands. The Perth City Counecil, through
their by-laws have attempted decent super-
vision of the conditions under which milk
is sold. The inspeetors now in control of
the et are pin-pricking, putting on pres-
sure where it is not necessary, and intro-
ducing all sorts of bughears on the persons
selting milk, especially the small shopkeep-
ers. They are the people for whom I am
trving to put in a word. The Minister is
not here to-night to hear what I am saying,
but I Lope that in the near future some in-
vestigntion will be made into the adminis-
tration of that Aet. First of all the shop-
keepers are told that vegetables must not be
sold in the sawe shop as milk, and now it
is sowething elze, until the shopkeepers do
not know what rhey ave allowed or not al-
lowed to do. Dauring the election campaign
the memher for York (Mr. Latham), from
the point of view of lis party, put his foot
in the bag. He elearly indicated what his
intention was, and the intention of his Gov-
ernment, if returned to power. The mem-
her for Katanning (Mr. Piesse) has gone
one further to-night, heing a newly admit-
ted member to that party after having been
excluded for so lonz. He told us one of
the caucus secrets when he deelaved that
the people reeeiving sustenance were get-
ting far too wuch.

Mr. Hawke: What about the member for
Swan?

Mr. RAPHAEL: We can leave it to him
fo bring Maltese into this country.

Me, Diesse: Those who ean work should
work.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Tf the hon. member is
satisfied that a man should work hard for
19:, a week in order to keep his wife and
children, T am not. When T was visiting
the Fastern States. my morbid enriosify led
me to investigate the home eonditions of the
unemploxed of South Australin.

Mr, Hawke: Now, be gentle.

Alr. RAPHAEL: We were both
there.

The Premier: And left vour country for
vour enuntry’s good.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Yes, the same as the
hon. member. T found the conditions of the
pnemploved in South Australia someihing
awful.

Mr. Hawke: That is since we left.

born
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AMr. RAPHAEL: Yes. It was pitiful to
see how those people were degraded through

living on the extremely low sustenance
aranted to them. Within the next few

months members opposite will be appealing
to the Premier to do something for the starv-
ing eockics. However, T shounid like to know
from the member for Katanning whether he
wishes fo sec sustenance workers in this
State brought to the same level as those in
South Australia. I hope the Government
will listen with deaf ears to the unwarranted
atiaek the hon. member made this evening.
The member for Guildferd-Midland {Hon,
W. I, Johnson), in conjunction with mem-
bers on the other side of the Chamber,
attacked the Government on their resump-
tion of the Canseway work. That is praeti-
eally the only work that has been done out
of general revenue for the past three years.

Mz, Latham: What has been done out of
revenue?

AMr. RAPHAEL: Well, ont of Loan
money; perhaps that will suit the hon. mem-
Ler hetter.

Mr. Latham: You tried to persuade us to
do that Coanseway work.

Mr. RAPHAEL: But I did not try to
persuade you to make a darned eyesore of
it. The scheme is one that should he lauded
from the hounseiaps, and one that we hope
will eventually do away with the algae
nuizanee. The memhber for Guildford-Mid-
Jand attempted to deal with the Minister for
Works for having put that job in hand
again. But for the member for Guildford-
Midland, it might have been nuite unneces-
sarv; for if the septic tanks had not been
installed on the foreshore when that hon.
member was Minister for Works, there would
have been no oceasion for the work going on
in the vieinity of the Causeway. However,
I kope the Minister will go right ahead with
the work and so give a decent approaeh lo
Vietoria Park.

The Premier: Then it has nothing to do
with the city?

Mr. RAPHAEL: In my cyes, Vicforia
Park is the eity. I hope the Minister for
Railways will carry ont the needed extension
of the Victoria Park tramway. At present,
the existing line is the second highest
revenue-producing tramline of the system,
onty the Beaunfort-street ling, in the city area,
prodacing more revenue. In the extension
of the Vietoria Park line practienlly nothing
hut labour will have to be provided, for the
Government have sufficient rails on hand for
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the work. Also I hope the Government will
see to it that the route of the new trolley
buses is extended at least a mile beyond the
present terminus. The member for Nedlands
(Hon. N. Keenan) told us that machinery
was replacing man power and brain power.
I expected next day to see that member
attempt to secure a seat on this side of the
House, for he was using one of Labour’s
chief avguments in its attempt fto re-
store  the 44-hour week. The time is
rapidly approaching when a 32-hour week
will be the accepted working perviod.
Machinery has been invented for the use
of mankind, but it has developed into a
curse because people are not permitted to
work nnder decent conditions. The powers-
that-be say that althongh machinery has ve-
placed man, a certain proportion of an-
power must stand down becanse they insist
that the men should work a 48-hour week.
Some time ago the Perth City Couneil at-
tempted to purchasc a machine for street-
sweeping. This was to be operated by one:
man, and would have meant puiting 13 men
out of employment. If machinery the world
over is to replace man, we can come [0 no
other conclusion than that the hours of
work per week must he reduced. T would
draw the attention of the Minister for
Heaith to the conditions under whieh nurses
are expected to work during their training
at the King Edward Memorial Hospital.
This is not a free institution, for those who
receive treatment are expected to pay for
it, and do pay.

Miss Helman: What do they payx?

Mr. RAPHAEL: About £3 a week.

Mr. Latham: It is free to those who
cannot afford to pay.

Mr, RAPHAETL: They shounid pay. They
get the baby bonus, and in 95 per cent. of
cases the fees are deducted from that.

Mr. Latham: Frequently the heonus is
paid over direct to the mother.

Miss Ielman: On many oceasions the
money is given hack.

Mr. RAPHAFEL: I have never known of
a case. In the course of their training the
nurses are expected to work 10 months for
nothing on obstetric work and three months
on child welfare work. I hope the Minister
will see that they receive some remuneration
for their services. TIf that were so, many
girls would fake up the training who cannot
now afford it. There were reeently $00 ap-
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plications for 30 vacancies in  the police
force. Over 100 men were written to and
asked it they wished to hecome applicants
for the vacancies. For the third time a
son of Inspector Johmson was chosen out
of 105 candidates. Senator Lyncl’s son was
another, and Dr. D. 8. Mackenzie's son was
another. The Minister might look into this
matter and determine wheo shall be the selee-
tor= fur the future. It scems rather queer
that these three parents should have such
a pull as to ensure 100 per cent. of clliciency
tor their sons.

Mr. Tlegney:

Mr. RAPHAEL:; I say nothing to the con-
frarv; 1 do not know.  The member for
Kataming (Mr. Piesse) referred to the
stacking of rolls. If he infers that some
inyuiry should be held and a cleaning up
take place in the Electoral Department, 1
am with him, T do not know whether the
attempt to disfranchise workers in the eoun-
try waz due fo the dictation of the Minister
in charge at that time, but I know that if
strong pressure had not been brought to
bear upon the department, thousands of
workers would have been disfranchised so
that the Government might retain office, If
tlie hon. member likes to move for an in-
vestigation into that department, T will
stand behind him. The Government should
also inquire into the positions of varions
heads of departments. JMany of these offi-
cers will retire on £50 a month. I hope
the Government will sce that, although these
officer< may thave done excellent service,
sueh huge penzions are not paid in future.
We are heing taxed to the utmost to relieve
the unemployment problem. The (lovern-
ment are responsible for seeing that those
who eannot get work in private capacities
are afforded the opportunify to get it de-
partmentally,  Whilst we are paying out
huge =ums to provide work for the unem-
ployed, we are also finding money for hig
pensions, and keeping dozens of other men
ont of work. T hope the Premicr will see
that ~omething is done in this matter. Show-
crs of conerafulations would fall upon him
if he were to sack My, Shapeoit on the spot.

The Premier: Inecidentally,
power to sack anyone,

Mr, RAPHAEL: T wizh the Premicr had,
althouzh T know it is a diffieult matter. T
wish to sav a few words ahout the dental
treatient of children. TNentists have heen

They may be efficient.

I have no

235

wiven the protection of the law and a board.
That board has the right to clarge fees
und collect monexs for registration. It re-
ceives two guineus o year from every regis-
tered dentist. That is a source of revenue
which could be taxed by the Government.
Instead of the fees being paid to the board,
they =hould go into Consolidated Revenue.
I hope the Minister for Health will increase
the numher of dentists now attending school
children.  In thousands of cases parents
cannot afford to provide the neceszary den-
tal treatment for theiv childven, and the
Dental Ilospital cannot or will not cope
with the work. Less money onght to e paid
to the Dental Hospital in suhsidies, and
more should be paid in the salaries of den-
tists who would be under the contral of the
AMinister, so that the mouths of the children
may be kept in a healthy condition. I wish
the Government every sueeess during their
term of office, and you, Sir, a happy tine as
Speaker.

On metion by Mr. Wilson, debate ad-
Jjourneed,

House adjourned at 9.12 p.m.
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